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We have to acknowledge that the Brasilia Congress in 1998 has been the historical starting point for the struggle to protect lives on public roads in low and middle-income countries in the New World, with the application of the Road Peace campaign. 
The magic of the success of this initiative was undoubtedly the strong political will and the participation of a society committed to the measures implemented by the Brazilian government.
These two qualities have since then become the common denominator in all the conclusions of successive congresses held in the world.

A document entitled World Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention was issued in 2004, and which outlined the guidelines for reducing the disasters caused by road violence, its causes and effects.

This report, prepared by the Pan American Health Organisation, the World Health Organisation, the World Bank and non-governmental organisations, represents the model desired as the basis in the design and implementation of public policies in the region to achieve goals in a sensible period as a new challenge, based on statistical data and the identification of risk factors in traffic accidents, and arriving at the conclusion that road accidents are avoidable.
Some years later, Costa Rica was the scenario created (in 2006) for the holding of the First Latin American and Caribbean Road Safety Stakeholders Forum, where personalities such as the host President, Dr. Oscar Arias Sánchez, holder of the Nobel Peace Prize, and His Majesty Prince Michael of Kent called on governments to build safe roads out of respect for life, through the Declaration of San José and the creation of the Road Safety Transport Commission, the latter being intended to give continuity to this initiative.
MERCOSUR has in addition prepared two well known and very important reports on Road Safety, the first being in 2005 and the second one in 2007. The latter was called the Fifth MERCOSUR Report and the Third Latin American Report on Road Safety. This was great importance for me, because it publicised a working methodology in using accident indicators and in consolidating more up to date statistical data in our countries, even though they are not complete.
But this is due to the fact there is an institutional weakness in the compilation of information by our developing nations, proposed to be corrected with the necessary establishment of Data Watchdogs.
It is fair to point to the efforts made by the Spanish government through the Directorate General of Traffic, for sharing its experiences with other countries in the region after May 2002, when its annual Conferences commenced on the Application of Public Policy Best Practices in Road Safety, assuming the principle that to reduce tragedies on the streets, avenues and roads of the countries that make up the Ibero-American region it is necessary to have the cooperation of high income countries. As well as multilateral bodies and large non-profit making Foundations. 

In Spain the tradition already exists of trying to achieve changes in drivers’ behaviour. Ambitious strategic schemes and plans have been set up since 1976 via road safety councils and working committees.
Yet, Ibero-America shows a high level of accidents, and this region annually provides 11% of the road accident deaths that occur in the world. Since 100,000-130,000 deaths a year take place. These have disastrous consequences on our national economies, leaving the families of victims in terrible, impossible to assess conditions to which we should also add the effect of those injured on road surfaces.
The fact that this subject of road safety has been on the agendas at Presidential Summits is largely the result of the concern shown by the Spanish, which we have kindly called in numerous texts the New Spanish Reconquest, and isn't it good that it has been through the Ibero-American Secretariat General, the best instrument for attracting the interest of Heads of State and Government for a crucial subject that visibly affects our young people in particular, from 15 to 24 years old, and without forgetting the great effect on road users of 25-44 years old in the prime of life.
The United Nations Organisation has not remained aloof from this global problem, several decisions passed in assemblies testifying to the importance of the road safety issue. Following the drafting of the Road Safety Crisis in 2003; the famous World Report we mentioned above in 2004; the resolution on Road Safety Improvement the following year; and Improving Road Safety in the World in December 2007. Yet, an event of significant importance also occurred last year in the majestic assembly rooms of New York.
Through the initiative of a group of notable world figures, very important generators of public opinion, they read an Open Letter to the United Nations, on the occasion of a review held there on Road Safety Improvement, by the Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman, Faud Al-Hinai.

The preparation and holding of a United Nations Ministerial Conference on Global Road Safety was called for, since it has been established that 90% of deaths on the roads take place in non-developed countries. This proposal was accepted with the financing of the Russian Federation and will take place in Moscow in November. 
The Ibero-American countries have been getting ready for this great event. The last Ibero-American Conference in Ecuador with the participation of the Secretariat General, and the Regional Ministerial Conference in El Salvador in 2008, were the prelude to the inclusion of the subject of Road Safety at the Presidential Summit in Ecuador at the end of the same year, with the slogan of "Youth and Strengthening the Ibero-American Road Safety area”. This resulted in the drafting of article 31 of the Declaration of San Salvador. This approved the formation of the Ibero-American Road Safety Association and the creation of the Ibero-American Road Safety Watchdog.

The Moscow Ministerial Conference will be the ideal area to discuss a multi-causal subject with multi-sector solutions which is linked to social inequality, as stated by Abp. Desmond Tutu when he talks of vulnerable users. This leads us to review the Millennium Development Goals. But also to review the Kyoto Protocol due to the large gas emissions from vehicles, since road safety means protecting life, health and property in harmony with transport. Moscow will also be a scenario to strengthen the proposal to multilateral organisations and to high income nations, even in these times of crisis, for the special treatment of road safety in financing road infrastructure work.
Road safety is closely related to world crises occurring today, directly affecting countries that do not produce oil, and without which the various means transport would not be able to run on the road network.

The technology used in traffic management depends on electricity production. Foodstuffs are transported in vehicles that use oil-derived fuels. With regard to the food crisis. 
The discussion of global crises should not push the Road Safety Crisis to one side because the latter is, as we have just seen, inseparable from the former.

It is finally worth pointing out that vital solutions also include facing up to the crisis of road education for drivers, passengers and pedestrians, in order to have a new generation of road users in the next few decades that produce a mortality rate per 100,000 inhabitants of around 6 in Ibero-America, and not at the critical level of deaths we encounter today, using up our budgets in hospital care and funerals, which could well be used in investment to develop and improve the road infrastructure.
Congratulations to the organisers of this “Protecting Lives” conference and to its sponsors, the World Bank, the Ibero-American General Secretariat (SEGIB), the Directorate General of Traffic of Spain (DGT), the MAPFRE Foundation, the International Automobile Federation (IFA) an the Royal Automobile Club of Catalonia (RACC).
Thank you very much
